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Introduction to the Curriculum

The Religious School of Ohr Chadash – A New Light – is dedicated to the furtherance of
the cause of Jewish education, the dissemination of the principles of Conservative
Judaism, and the spiritual and religious dedication of the Jewish youth of our community. 
As such, Ohr Chadash – A New Light – provides a six-hour a week comprehensive
program of Jewish and Hebraic studies.

Though children may begin in Kitah Aleph at the beginning of their third grade year, we
offer Kitanim, Gan, Shorashim and Mechina programs for children in pre-K,
Kindergarten, First, and  Second grades.

· Kitanim (pre-K) meets on Sundays from 9:00 to 11:00 am
· Gan (K) meets on Sundays from 9:00 to 11:00 am

      *(This year, 2015-2016, Gan & Kitanim is Gan-Katan, pre-K and K combined)
· Shorashim (grade 1) meets on Sundays from 9:00 to 11:00 am
· Mechina (grade 2) meets on Sundays from 9:00 to 12:30 am
· Kitot Aleph through Hey (grades 3 to 7) meet on Sundays from 

9:00 am to 12:30 pm and on Wednesdays from 3:45 to 6:15 pm
· Gesher (grades 8+) meets on Sundays from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Throughout their years at Ohr Chadash, the children will be learning Hebrew reading and
writing, Bible, Jewish History, Prayers, Israel, Holocaust, Holidays, and Laws and
Customs. All lessons are age-oriented and sometimes employ the use of audio-visual
devices and arts and crafts.

Please remember that we have your child only six hours a week.  The shaping of Jewish
identity requires more time in order to properly develop. Religious School teaches skills
and imparts information and attempts to touch the souls of the children, but the real
learning lab is your home. Our Rabbis and Educational Director are always willing to
work with parents to help improve the quality of your Jewish home. All it takes is a
phone call or a knock at our door.  

Together we will help build your Jewish child.

B’shalom,

Ruth Merrill



Kitanim
(Sunday 2 hours)

The boys and girls in this group will be introduced to their Jewish heritage and religion in
an age-appropriate fashion—through story, song, crafts, and hands-on activities. 

Holidays
Using illustrated holiday pamphlets, the children learn about the High Holidays, Sukkot,
Chanukah, Purim, Passover, and Shavuoth.  Additionally, they are introduced to Israel
and the weekly traditions of enjoying Shabbat.

Hebrew
Aleph-Bet recognition by use of age-appropriate material will enable children to
distinguish between the 22 Hebrew letters, learn their respective sounds, and condition
them to reading from right to left.

Bible
From the Creation and Adam and Eve to the Patriarchs and Matriarchs, each Bible story
is accompanied by an activity which helps impart comprehensible lessons.

Tefillot
Each class begins with a short Tefillah Time of fundamental prayers, presented in song,
including Modeh Ani, Torah Torah, and Shema.



Gan/Gan-Katan Curriculum
(Sunday 2 hours)

Hebrew Reading: The students will be introduced to the Hebrew alphabet through the use
of Aleph-Bet folders. Our goal is to have the children recognize the names and sounds of
the Hebrew letters by the end of the school year.  The teacher will use games, pictures
and videos to enhance and enrich the learning process.

Tefillah:  The students will become familiar with the following tefillot during the school
year:

· Modeh Ani
· Shema
· Torah Torah
· Oseh Shalom

They will also learn the brachot for bread, wine, fruit, cake and cookies.

Torah:  The students will cover parts of Bereshit to discover how our ancestors lived long
ago. The teacher will supplement the stories using Bible story books and through art
projects.

Holidays:  The children will be exposed to the Jewish holidays through stories, songs,
crafts, and cooking.  They will learn prayers, blessings, customs and ceremonies related
to each holiday, through the use of holiday folders.

Mitzvot:   The children discover the place of mitzvot in their lives. (Tzedakah, visiting
the sick, feeding the hungry, saving the earth, welcoming guests, etc.)

*For 2015-2016, this is the Gan-Katan Curriculum



Shorashim Curriculum
(Sunday 2 hours)

Hebrew Reading:  The students will be introduced to the Hebrew alphabet through the
use of Aleph-Bet primers. Our goal is to strengthen the recognition of the names and
sounds of the Hebrew letters. The teacher will use games, pictures and media to enhance
and enrich the learning process.

Tefillah:  The students will become familiar with the following tefillot during the school
year:

· Modeh Ani
· Shema
· Torah Torah
· Oseh Shalom

They will also learn the brachot for bread, wine, fruit, cake and cookies.

Torah: The students will cover parts of Bereshit using age-appropriate materials to
discover how our ancestors lived long ago. The teacher will supplement the stories using
Bible story books and art projects.

Holidays: Knowledge of the Jewish holidays will be increased by the use of holiday
pamphlets, stories, songs, crafts, and cooking. By utilizing holiday folders, the students 
will learn prayers, blessings, customs and ceremonies related to each holiday.

Basic Judaism:  Through the use of specific subject folders, the children will discuss the
nature and wonder of God, while learning the basic prayers and blessings that we use in
our everyday lives.



Mechina Curriculum
(Sunday 3 ½ hours)

Hebrew Reading: The students will continue to strengthen their knowledge of the
alphabet and be introduced to vowels so that they can begin the reading process. A
textbook/workbook will be used.

Tefillah:  The students will become familiar with the following tefillot:
· Bar’chu
· Ein Keiloheinu
· Adon Olam, along with the prayers learned in previous years

Torah:  The students will expand their study of the Torah by delving into the stories
within Bereshit and by learning of the Exodus in Shemot by utilizing an age-appropriate
textbook. The teacher will supplement the stories with art projects and discussions on the
relationships of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs and the role of Moses as leader of the
Jewish people in the Wilderness.

Holidays:  The holidays will be taught using a textbook and holiday worksheets, which
incorporate puzzles, games, and supplementary material to facilitate learning.  Additional
prayers, blessings, and customs built upon previous years’ teachings will instill a deeper
understanding of Jewish festivals and observances.

Basic Judaism:  The children will receive a general understanding of the concept of
Mitzvot through the introduction of the Ten Commandments. They will learn to
differentiate between the Mitzvot that exist between Man and God and those which are
between Man and Man.

Israel: The children will be introduced to the Jewish homeland, learning about the major
cities, important geographic areas, food and basic vocabulary.



Aleph Curriculum
(6 hours Sunday and Wednesday)

Hebrew Reading:  A departmentalized Hebrew reading program will be implemented for
students in Aleph through Hey.

Tefillah:  The students will be introduced to the following tefillot during the school year:
· Shema
· Aleynu
· Ein Keiloheinu
· Adon Olam
· Etz Chaim
· Hatikvah, along with the prayers learned in previous years

Torah: The students will cover the book of Bereshit using a textbook of Bible stories. 
The teacher will supplement the stories by discussing values and moral lessons involved
in each situation.  They will cover the basic story line as well as focus on heroes, family
issues and the relationship of God to the Jewish people.  The children will know the
names and relationships of the people in Genesis.

Holidays: This grade will concentrate on the holidays celebrated during the school
calendar year in greater depth than the earlier grades.  A textbook will be used as a guide. 
Class discussions, singing and art projects will enrich the program.

History:  The Aleph class will learn about Israel.  They will become familiar with its
major cities, key institutions and customs of the country.

Basic Judaism:  The fundamental building blocks of Jewish life will be presented in a
lively format through the use of a text. The rabbi, cantor, educator, synagogue, camp,
mezzuzah, menorah, etc., will be covered.

Towards the end of the school year, each child is presented with their own Siddur during
a festive school assembly. 



Bet Curriculum
(6 hours Sunday and Wednesday)

Hebrew Reading:  A departmentalized Hebrew reading program will be implemented for
students in Aleph through Hey.

Tefillot:  The children will have a 15-minute service in their classroom to become
comfortable reading the Tefillot they are studying.

· Baruch She Amar
· Ve’ahavta
· Sim Shalom
· Ashrei
· Mi Chamocha
· Birkat HaMazon (1st Paragraph)

Torah:  The Bet class will pick up where they left off in Aleph, with the Israelites
following Moses. They will cover the following topics and personalities: Joshua,
Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, Jonah, and many others. In addition to a workbook,
supplementary materials such as Bible videos will be used.

Holidays: The Bet class will have a holiday textbook and will use many ancillary
materials such as handouts.

Basic Judaism:  The students will be journaling with imaginative diary pages related to
the Jewish year. The students will learn about the synagogue and synagogue life in depth,
including the various items found in a sanctuary, the clergy, and the uses and functions of
a Jewish House of Worship.



Gimel Curriculum
(6 hours Sunday and Wednesday)

Hebrew Reading:  A departmentalized Hebrew reading program will be implemented for
students in Aleph through Hey.

Tefillah:  The students will have a 15-minute service in their classroom to become
comfortable reading the Tefillot they are studying.  Each prayer will be discussed so that
the students can fully understand it and explain the key concepts of the specific tefillah. 

· Amidah
· Vayomer

Torah:  Gimel will engage in Bible study from Creation to the Exodus, using both text
and workbooks, and discussions. Critical thinking exercises and connections between text
and core Jewish values will be emphasized.

Holidays:  The students will study the Jewish holidays in a formal matter, and will
become familiar with holidays that are not celebrated during the school year.  Hebrew
vocabulary that pertains to the holiday will be taught, as well as appropriate brachot. Art,
music, and school-wide celebrations will be part of the curriculum.

History:  Gimel students will learn about many important Jewish men and women in
modern times that helped both the Jewish and secular communities in America.

Basic Judaism:  Through journaling, the students will increase their connection to Jewish
knowledge and values. Through learning about the Jewish life cycle, the children will be
prepared for the adventure of growing up Jewish.



                    Dalet/Hey Curriculum (2015-2016)
(6 hours Sunday and Wednesday)

Hebrew Reading:  A departmentalized Hebrew reading program will be implemented for
students in Aleph through Hey.

Tefillah: The students will have a 15-minute service in their classroom to become
comfortable reading the Tefillot they are studying.

· Birkot HaShachar
· Shacharit Kedusha
· Musaf Kedusha, along with the prayers learned in previous years

Holidays: The holidays will be discussed as they occur on the calendar.  The students will
be challenged to make their own contributions to modern Jewish life to help enrich our
people and tradition.

History: Holocaust Studies – lessons will focus on both events and personalities that
mark the Holocaust. The History of the Holocaust—individual Instant Lessons including
History of Anti-Semitism, The Holocaust and Religious Belief, Rescue and the
Righteous, Zachor: Holocaust Remembrance. 

Jewish Literacy: Introduces and reviews topics such as Structure of the Bible, Midrash,
Rabbis, Rashi, Pirkei Avot, Mishnah and Talmud. 

Israel:  Through the use of a textbook, the students will immerse themselves in key
elements of Israel today, from food to sports, entertainment to the environment,
technology to politics. They will have a chance to debate Israel's responses to its
challenges, and begin to develop a personal relationship with the Jewish homeland.

Bible: The students will review the weekly parsha through text and discussion.  In
addition, booklets that include a graphic novel technique and midrash (ancient Jewish
storytelling tradition based on biblical texts) will be implemented, to teach Torah and
Jewish values.  

Life Cycles: Knowledge of major Jewish events will be reinforced. The history and
vocabulary associated with these occurrences and how they relate to the present time will
be explored.



Gesher

Gesher means bridge and this class serves as a link between pre-
Bar/Bat Mitzvah schooling and post Bar/Bat Mitzvah Judaic
studies.  This year the Gesher class has been reformatted to
broaden the educational experience for its students.

Hebrew: The language program utilizes the Ulpan method of
teaching modern Hebrew, including the learning of grammar as
well as building upon existing vocabulary.

Tefillah:     Utilizing the Siddur to increase skills and familiarity
with the various prayer services 

Reading:    To maintain and increase the students’ facility with the 
written Hebrew language                            
               
Study of Israel:     Current events, geography, places of interest,
and global circumstances involving Israel and its neighbors will be
examined.

Social Awareness:    Helping to prepare the students for a Jewish
life in a secular world will be discussed to better prepare the
students for both their present and their future.



Students will learn decoding and vowel sounds along with
writing practice. This text puts special emphasis on recognizing
and learning look-alike letters.

Hebrew Reading Program

Aleph through Hey students will be assessed at the beginning of the school year for their
Hebrew reading ability. Reading groups are based upon capabilities.  Individualized
sessions are offered to improve both reading and writing skills. 

 Group 1:

Students will continue Hebrew reading with emphasis on letter
and vowel recognition and the ability to put the two together
without hesitancy.  Modern Hebrew roots are introduced to
increase comprehension.

Group 2:

A continuation of the skills previously acquired are
emphasized. Hebrew writing and conversation are encouraged.

    Group 3:

   Group 4: The children will read stories in Hebrew, practice basic
grammar, and increase their modern vocabulary. The
emphasis in this group is to hone the students' reading skills,
thereby increasing their fluency and accuracy.


